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ATT:
 High School Guidance Department
RE: 
The American Legion High School Oratorical Scholarship Program 2018
This scholarship contest, “A Constitutional Speech Contest”, is open to students in grades 9 through 12 who are under 20 and a citizen or lawful permanent resident of the United States.
The winner of the County Contest will receive a $500 scholarship and a chance to win up to $4,000 in the A.L. Department of NJ contest. The department winner will compete at the national level where the 1st place award is $18,000 (2nd place $16,000, 3rd Place $14,000).
The contestants will be judged on two parts, the first being an 8-10-minute prepared oration which must be on some aspect of the Constitution of The United States with emphasis on the duties and obligation of a citizen of our government.  The oration must be the original effort of the contestant.  
The second part is an “assigned topic” discourse to last between 3-5 minutes.  The assigned topics this year are:
Amendment 2 A well-regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms, shall not be infringed. 

Amendment 3 No soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.
Amendment 15
Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any state on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude.
Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.
Article 2 Section 4 The President, Vice President and all civil Officers of the United States, shall be removed from Office on Impeachment for, and Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and Misdemeanors.

The complete rules and regulations can be obtained at the web site http://www.legion.org/oratorical or on the Bergen County Web site www.bcnjal.org/oratorical-scholarship-program/. Included in the Bergen County folder is the required application that needs to be sent to Bob Salvini, at bobsalvini@att.net or by mail to, Bergen County American Legion, c/o Bob Salvini, 54 Thiem Ave Rochelle Park, NJ 07662 no later than December 30 2016. If you have, questions feel free to contact me via email bobsalvini@att.net or telephone 201-368-3453.
The Bergen County contest will be held at 10 AM on 1/21/2018 at Rochelle Park Post 170, 33 W. Passaic St. Rochelle Park, NJ.  The winner will go on to compete at the District Level Contest at 10 AM on Feb. 4, 2018 and the Department level (Mar.17 2018 at 9:00 AM.). National competition will be in Indianapolis, IN from 4/14/2018– 4/15/2018.  Lodging and transportation for the contestant and 1 chaperone will be paid by the National American Legion Organization.
For God and Country,

Bob Salvini,
County Commander, Bergen County American Legion 
Bergen County American Legion 


c/o Bob Salvini, County Commander


54 Thiem Ave 


Rochelle Park, NJ 07662
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